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SUBJECT: PANAMANINA REQUEST FOR SEIZURE OF US FLAG VESSEL 

1 . EMBASSY RECEIVED PHONE CALL AND DIPLOMATIC NOTE FROM 
FOREIGN MINISTRY THIS AFTERNOON (APRIL 26) REQUESTING THAT 
US AUTHORITIES IN CANAL ZONE ARREST AND TURN OVER TO 
PANAMANIAN AUTHORITIES THE US TUNA BOAT "VOYAGER." BASIS 
FOR REQUEST IS PANAMANIAN ALLEGATION THAT "VOYAGER" WAS 
FISHING ILLEGALLY ON APRIL 25 IN PANAMANIAN WATERS 45 MILES 
OF THE COAST OF CHIRIQUI AND FLED INTO CANAL ZONE WATERS 
WHEN APPROACHED BY PANAMANIAN NATIONAL GUARD PATROL BOAT. 
THE VOYAGER IS PRESENTLY ANCHORED IN CZ WATERS OFF 
FLAMENCO ISLAND. 
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2. PANCANAL GENERAL COUNSEL HAS ASSERTED HE KNOWS OF NO 
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LEGAL WAY THE CZG COULD SEIZE AND HOLD THE VOYAGER AND 
ITS CAPTAIN AS REQUESTED BY THE PANAMANIANS. 

3. IN VIEW OF EXCELLENT PANAMANIAN COOPERATION WITH 

US AUTHORITIES IN ARREESTING NARCOTICS SUSPECTS AND TURNING 
THEM OVER TO US AUTHORITIES, WE BELIEVE PANAMANIANS REGARD 
THIS CASE AS CHANCE FOR US TO REPAY FAVORS IN KIND. IN 
THIS CONNECTION DEPARTMENT WILL RECALL RECENT INSTANCE 
OF EXCELLENT FONOFF COOPERATION WHEN ACTING FOREIGN 
MINISTER VERBALLY AUTHORIZED US AUTHORITIES TO BOARD, 
SEARCH, AND SEIZE PANAMANIAN REGISTRY VESSEL MW KAKI 
IN INTERNATIONAL WATERS OFF US COAST (STATE 82495 AND 
PREVIOUS). THIS AUTHORIZATION WAS SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED 
BY DIPLOMATIC NOTE FOR USE IN US COURTS. 

4. EMBASSY. HOWEVER, IS ALSO UNAWARE OF ANY LEGAL BASIS 
OR INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT WHICH WOULD AUTHORIZE CZ 
GOVERNOR TO SEIZE THE BOAT, ITS CARGO AND CAPTAIN. 
UNFORTUNATELY US FAILURE TO COOPERATE WITH GOP IN THIS 
INSTANCE COULD CAUSE PANAMANIANS TO DAMPEN IF NOT HALT 
THEIR COOPERATION WITH US AUTHORITIES IN NARCOTICS MATTERS. 

5. EMBASSY REQUESTS DEPARTMENT GUIDANCE ON HOW TO 
PROCEED IN THIS MATTER. 
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